
1. Applicant(s) must be the owner(s) of, and occupant of, the home for which the exemption is being sought.
Proof of ownership and residency will be required (deed or land contract, and driver’s license/state ID or
voter’s registration card).

2. Applicant(s) will not be eligible for consideration unless they meet the following adopted guidelines, which
include ALL individuals currently residing in the household, as well as ANY co-owners who are not
residing in the homestead:

INCOME LIMITATIONS 
The following are the federal poverty income guidelines which the United States Office of Management and Budget 
recommends that federal departments and agencies use.  The standards are actually issued by the Department of 
Health and Human Services and are referred to as “poverty guidelines.”  The following are the poverty guidelines 
as of December 31, 2023, for use in setting poverty exemption guidelines for 2024 assessments. 

NO. OF PERSONS AND CO-OWNERS ANNUAL INCOME 
1 person $14,580 
2 persons $19,720 
3 persons $24,860 
4 persons $30,000 
5 persons $35,140 
6 persons $40,280 
7 persons            $45,420 
8 persons $50,560 
For each additional person, add          $  5,140 

P.A. 135 FF 2012 changed the requirements for filing documentation in support of a poverty exemption to allow 
an affidavit (TREASURY FORM 4988) to be filed for all persons residing at the residence who were not required to 
file federal or state income tax returns in the current year or in the immediately preceding year.

For purposes of the income limitations, annual income will include annual income of the applicant(s), any 
person(s) residing in the homestead, and any person(s) residing in the homestead, and any co-owner(s) who are 
not resding in the homestead.  The applicant(s), any person(s) residing in the homestaed and any co-owner(s) 
will each be considered one person. Annual income is defined as household income, being both taxable and 
exempt income from all and every source.
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CITY OF ZEELAND 
2024 POVERTY EXEMPTION POLICY 

 (POLICY GUIDELINES ARE UPDATED TO REFLECT GUIDELINES ISSUED  NOV. 
14, 2023, BY MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY BULLETIN NO. 18) 

THIS FORM IS ISSUED UNDER AUTHORITY OF PUBLIC ACT 206 OF 1893; MCL 211.7U. 



ASSET LIMITATIONS 

LONGEVITY LIMITATIONS 
A Poverty Exemption may only be granted for the Current Tax Year.  To obtain a Poverty Exemption for the 
following tax year, the applicant(s) must repeat the application process. 

3. Other factors that are pertinent to the granting of the exemption could be considered.  If the Board
determines that there are substantial and compelling reasons why there should be a deviation from the
guidelines, they may approve or deny relief beyond the stated guidelines.  Such substantial and compelling
reasons shall be communicated in writing to the applicant(s).

4. All applicant(s) must obtain the proper application from the Assessor’s Office, complete the entire
application, attach all documentation requested (see below), and sign the application.

5. All applicant(s) must appear before the Board of Review in person, unless a written medical excuse is
provided by their doctor at the time their application is submitted.

6. ALL applicant(s) will supply copies of the following documents for each individual currently residing in
the household as well as any co-owners who are not residing in the household:

a. Homestead Property Tax Credit Claim (Mi-1040cr or 1040cr-2).
b. Michigan Income Tax Return (Mi-1040).
c. Federal Income Tax Return (Federal 1040 or 1040a).
d. W-2 Forms.
e. Interest Income Statements.
f. Dividend Income Statements.
g. Social Security Benefit Statements.
h. Pension Benefit Statements.
i. SSE Benefit Statements.
j. Workmen’s Compensation Benefit Statements.
k. Public Assistance Benefit Statements.
l. General Assistance Benefit Statements.
m. ADC Benefit Statements.
n. Child Support Documentation.
o. Alimony Documentation.

7. ALL applicant(s) will be evaluated based on data submitted and testimony given, along with information
gathered from any source the Board chooses. Any successful applicant may be subject to investigation of
their financial and property records by the City. This investigation will be performed to verify information
used to support the applicant’s poverty claim.

8. Information and documents submitted to the Board of Review in support of an application for a poverty
exemption shall be kept confidential, to the maximum extent permitted by law.

In addition, the total household assets (i.e. bank accounts, other real property, boats, campers, stocks, bonds, 
IRA's, other assets in or out of the United States, etc.) SHALL NOT exceed $15,000. Verification of additional 
assets will be done for all parties and household members applying for property tax assistance. Information not 
provided by applicant that is discovered by the Board of Review may cause your application to be denied. If you 
have assets totaling more than $15,000, explain your special circumstances and why your application should be 
approved despite your assets.

For purposes of calculating an applicant(s)’ combined assets, the homestead for which the exemption is being 
sought will not be included. 



INSTRUCTIONS: When complete, this document must accompany a taxpayer’s Application for Poverty Exemption 
filed with the local unit where the property is located. MCL 211.7u provides for a whole or partial property 
tax exemption on the principal residence of an owner of the property by reason of poverty and the 
inability to contribute toward the public charges. MCL 211.7u (2) (b) requires proof of eligibility for the 
exemption to be provided to the board of review by supplying copies of Federal and State Income Tax 
Returns for all persons residing in the principal residence, including Property Tax Credit Returns, or by filing 
an affidavit for all persons residing in the residence who were not required to file Federal or State Income 
Tax Returns for the current or preceding tax year. 

I, ____________________________________, swear and affirm by my signature below that I reside in the principal 
residence that is the subject of this Application for Poverty Exemption.  

Address: 

Petitioner Signature Date 

FOR ALL PERSONS RESIDING IN THE RESIDENCE WHO WERE NOT REQUIRED TO FILE FEDERAL OR STATE 
INCOME TAX RETURNS FOR THE CURRENT OR PRECEDING TAX YEAR.  

By signing below you swear and affirm that you reside in the principal residence that is the subject of this 
Application for Poverty Exemption and that for the current tax year and the preceding tax year, you were not 
required to file a Federal or State Income Tax Return. 

Print Name      Signature    Date 

Print Name      Signature    Date 

Print Name      Signature    Date 

Print Name      Signature    Date 

Print Name      Signature    Date 



IMPORTANT 
• All applicants MUST appear at a board of review in person, unless a written medical excuse is 

provided by their doctor.
• Board of review dates:

o March 11th & 12th, 2024
o July 16th, 2024
o December 10th, 2024

• It is recommended that applicant attend the March Board of Review to avoid receiving a tax bill, if 
applicant is unable to attend the March Board of Review a tax bill will be issued and is due by 
payment deadline, reimbursement will then occur upon attendance and approval of the board of 
review.
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