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City of Zeeland 

 
 
 

 
 

The  City o f Ze e la nd will no t d isc rimina te  a g a inst a ny individua l o r g ro up b e c a use  o f ra c e , se x, 

re lig io n, a g e , na tio na l o rig in, c o lo r, ma rita l sta tus, ha nd ic a p  o r po litic a l b e lie f. 

 

The  p la n yo u ha ve  pro po se d  fo r yo ur pro je c t re q uire s a n a ppro va l fro m the  City o f Ze e la nd  Zo ning  

Bo a rd  o f Appe a ls a s pro vide d  b y, Pub lic  Ac t 110 o f 2006, a s a me nde d , (Se e  MCL 125.3101 e t. se q .), 

a nd  the  City o f Ze e la nd City Co de  Vo l II (Se c tio n 4.100(C)(4)).   

 

This o rig ina l a pp lic a tio n fille d  o ut c o mple te ly, a lo ng  with the  a pplic a tio n fe e , 8 fo lde d  c o p ie s o f 

yo ur site  p la n inc luding  re la te d  do c ume nts, a nd  a  pd f file  (whic h ma y b e  sub mitte d  b y e ma il to  

b uild ing inspe c to r@ c ityo fze e la nd .c o m a nd o the r info rma tio n a nd  ma te ria ls a s re q ue ste d  b y the  

Zo ning  Administra to r, must b e  sub mitte d  a t le a st 30 da ys prio r to  yo ur he a ring  da te .  The  Zo ning  

Bo a rd  o f Appe a ls typ ic a lly me e ts the  third  Tue sda y o f the  mo nth.  Applic a tio n fe e s a re  liste d  o n 

pa g e  7 o f this a pp lic a tio n. 

 

Yo ur c o mple tio n o f this a pp lic a tio n (no  a lte rna tive s will b e  a c c e pte d) a nd  a ppe a ra nc e  a t a  pub lic  

he a ring  a re  ne c e ssa ry fo r the  Bo a rd  to  a c t upo n yo ur re q ue st fo r a  zo ning  va ria nc e .  De pe nding  

upo n the  info rma tio n the  Bo a rd  re c e ive s a t the  he a ring  a nd  its a pplic a tio n o f the  la w, yo ur re q ue st 

ma y o r ma y no t b e  g ra nte d .  (Yo u ma y use  the  b a c kside  o f this a pplic a tio n o r a tta c h e xtra  she e ts if 

yo u wish.  Yo u a re  e nc o ura g e d  to  inc lude  pho to g ra phs a nd  illustra tio ns to  suppo rt yo ur c a se .) 

 

      Applic a nt Info rma tio n                          Owne r Info rma tio n 

Na me  Na me / Co nta c t 

Co mpa ny(if applic ab le ) Co mpa ny(if applic ab le ) 

Addre ss Addre ss 

Pho ne  Pho ne  

Email Email 

 

Addre ss o f p ro pe rty:     

 

Curre nt zo ning  o f sub je c t p ro pe rty:            

 

App lic a nt's inte re st in pro pe rty:            

              

              

              

              

Community De ve lopme nt De pa rtme nt 

21 S ELM ST - ZEELAND, MI  49464 

Pho ne  616-772-0872 - Fa x 616-772-0880 

b uild ing insp e c to r@ c ityo fze e la nd .c o m 

www.c ityo fze e la nd .c o m 

Applic ation for 

Non-Conforming  Use  Expa nsion 
 

Zoning  Boa rd of Appe a ls 

City of Ze e la nd 

mailto:buildinginspector@cityofzeeland.com
mailto:buildinginspector@cityofzeeland.com
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Co ntra c to r Info rma tio n       Arc hite c t/ e ng ine e r 
Na me  Na me  

Co mpa ny Co mpa ny 

Pho ne  Pho ne  

Email Email 

 

With a s muc h de ta il a s yo u fe e l ne c e ssa ry, p le a se  e xpla in yo ur re q ue st.  Use  the  b a c k o f this pa g e  

o r a tta c he d  a dditio na l she e ts if mo re  spa c e  is re q uire d . 

 

              

              

              

              

              

 

The  five  (5) fo llo wing  q ue stio ns must b e  a nswe re d  in o rde r fo r yo ur re q ue st to  b e  c o nside re d .  Yo u 

sho uld  use  the  b a c k o f this pa g e , o r a dd itio na l pa g e s a s ne c e ssa ry, fo r yo ur re spo nse s.  Yo u a re  

e nc o ura g e d  to  inc lude  illustra tio ns o r pho to s to  suppo rt yo ur a rg ume nts. 

 

1.  Will the  e nla rg e me nt o r e xte nsio n o f the  no n-c o nfo rming  use  sub sta ntia lly e xte nd  the  

p ro b a b le  d ura tio n o f suc h no nc o nfo rming  use ?  Will the  p ro p o se d  e nla rg e me nt o r e xp a nsio n 

o f the  no nc o nfo rming  use  o c c ur o n the  sa me  p re mise s tha t the  use  ha s b e e n lo c a te d  o n 

sinc e  the  time  o f the  a d o p tio n o f the  re le va nt o rd ina nc e  a me nd me nt?  No te :  All 

e nla rg e me nts sinc e  the  use  b e c a me  no nc o nfo rming  must b e  lo c a te d  up o n a nd  a re  limite d  

to  the  sa me  p a rc e l the  no nc o nfo rming  use  wa s lo c a te d  o n a t the  time  o f the  a d o p tio n o f the  

o rd ina nc e  o r a me nd me nt to  it. (ZCC Vo l. II (Se c tio n 4.100(C)(1) a ) 
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2. Will the  p ro p o se d  e nla rg e me nt o r e xte nsio n le a d  to  o the r simila r re q ue sts in the  g e ne ra l vic inity 

o f the  p ro p e rty?  (ZCC Vo l. II (Se c tio n 4.100(C)(1) b ) 

 

                                                                                                                                                   

              

              

              

              

                                                                                                                                                   

              

              

              

              

                                                                                                                                                   

3. Will the  e nla rg e me nt o r e xte nsio n o f the  no n-c o nfo rming  use  inte rfe re  with the  use  o f o the r 

p ro p e rtie s in the  vic inity fo r the  use s fo r whic h the y ha ve  b e e n zo ne d  o r with the ir use  in 

c o mp lia nc e  with the  p ro visio ns o f C ity Ord ina nc e ?  (ZCC Vo l. II Se c tio n 4.100 (C)(1) c ) 
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4. Will the  e xp a nsio n o f the  use  ha ve  a  sig nific a nt d e trime nta l e ffe c t o n p ro p e rty va lue s o f 

ne a rb y p ro p e rtie s?  (ZCC Vo l. II Se c tio n 4.100 (C)(1) d ) 

 

                                                                                                                                                   

              

              

              

              

                                                                                                                                                   

              

              

              

              

              

              

 

5. Will the  e xp a nsio n o f the  use  b e  c o ntra ry to  the  p ub lic  he a lth, sa fe ty, o r we lfa re  o r the  sp irit o f 

the  o rd ina nc e ?  (ZCC Vo l. II Se c tio n 4.100 (C)(1) e ) 
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CITY OF ZEELAND 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 Non-Conforming  Use  Expansion Applic ation 

 

This a pp lic a tio n sha ll a lso  inc lude  a  dra wn to  sc a le  site  p la n(s) with the  fo llo wing  info rma tio n 

pro vide d . The  Zo ning  Administra to r ma y a utho rize  o missio ns a s no te d  in the  le ft ma rg in. 

 

OFFICE USE 

  a ) App lic a nt ide ntific a tio n. 

  b ) Stre e t a ddre ss. 

  c ) No rth a rro w. 

  d ) Size  o f p ro pe rty in sq . ft o r a c re . 

  e ) Pro pe rty line s a nd  d ime nsio ns. 

  f) Lo c a tio n o f sig nific a nt na tura l fe a ture s inc lud ing  we tla nds, ste e p  slo pe s, flo o d -

pro ne  a re a s, uniq ue  ve g e ta tio n, a ny o the r unusua l la nd  fe a ture s. 

  g ) Lo c a tio n o f a ll struc ture s o n the  la nd  with lo c a ting  d ime nsio ns a nd  b uild ing  

d ime nsio ns. 

  h) Lo t line s a nd  a ll struc ture s within o ne  hundre d  fe e t (100') o f the  site 's p ro pe rty 

line s inc lud ing  drive wa ys a nd  o the r a c c e ss po ints a lo ng  b o th side s o f the  stre e t 

whe re  a c c e ss to  the  site  is p ro po se d . 

  I) Ide ntific a tio n o f a ll rig hts-o f-wa y a nd  e a se me nts pe rta ining  to  the  sub je c t la nd  

a nd  a d jo ining  pa rc e ls. 

  j) Co py o f la te st surve yo r's e ng ine e ring  dra wing . 

 

The  unde rsig ne d  he re b y c e rtifie s the  info rma tio n g ive n in this a pp lic a tio n a nd supp le me nta ry 

ma te ria ls is true  a nd  c o rre c t to  the  b e st o f the ir kno wle dg e .  It is a lso  unde rsto o d  tha t a ny 

info rma tio n re q ue ste d , a nd  no t inc lude d  with the  a pplic a tio n, ma y c a use  de la ys in ma king  a  

de c isio n o n the  va ria nc e  re q ue ste d . 

 

I he re by grant pe rmission for me mbe rs of the  City of Ze e land Zoning  Board of Appe als to e nte r the  

above  desc ribe d property (or as desc ribe d in the  attac he d) for the  purpose s of gathering  

information re late d to this applic ation/ re que st/ proposal.  (NOTE TO APPLICANT:  This is optional and 

will not a ffe c t any de c ision on your applic ation.) 
 

 YES       NO 

 
                                                                

     Sig nature  o f Applic ant                                                  Date  

 

                                              
      Printe d  Na me                           

 

This a pp lic a tio n, 8 c o p ie s o f the  pro po se d  site  p la n a nd  re la te d  do c ume nts a nd  a  pdf file , a s we ll a s 

a  filing  fe e  o f $ ______________ re c e ive d  b y: 

 

 

              
     Administrative  Offic ia l           Date  
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

He a ring  Proc e dure s & Fe e  Sc he dule  

 

First, about the  Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) itse lf: The  Bo a rd  is p le dg e d  to  e nsure  tha t the  inte nt 

o f Ze e la nd ’ s Zo ning  Ordina nc e  is p re se rve d , tha t pub lic  sa fe ty is se c ure d , a nd  tha t sub sta ntia l 

justic e  is do ne .  It is c o mpo se d  o f o rd ina ry c itize ns who  ha ve  de vo te d  c o nside ra b le  time  to  

unde rsta nding  the  Ordina nc e  a nd  unde r wha t c irc umsta nc e s va ria nc e s to  it ma y la wfully b e  

g ra nte d .   

 

Its me mb e rs a re  b o und  to  b e ing  impa rtia l a nd to  a b id ing  b y the  Ordina nc e  a nd  b y sta te  sta tute s 

a nd  c a se  la w tha t g o ve rn the  g ra nting  o f va ria nc e s. The y do  no t ta ke  the ir re spo nsib ilitie s lig htly, fo r 

the y kno w tha t g ra nting  a  va ria nc e  is e sse ntia lly g ra nting  a  c itize n pe rmissio n to  b re a k the  la w. 

Thre e  me mb e rs o f the  Bo a rd  must vo te  the  sa me  wa y in o rde r fo r a  d ime nsio na l-va ria nc e  de c isio n 

to  b e  b inding , fo ur me mb e rs fo r a  use  va ria nc e . De c isio ns o f the  Bo a rd  a re  a ppe a l-a b le  to  the  20th 

Jud ic ia l C irc uit Co urt. 

 

Se c ond, what happe ns at Ze e land ZBA me e tings: The  Cha irpe rso n o f the  Bo a rd  a nno unc e s the  

c a se s tha t a re  to  b e  he a rd  in the  o rde r de te rmine d b y the  Zo ning  Administra to r. 

 

In e a c h insta nc e , the  Zo ning  Administra to r de sc rib e s the  c a se , e mpha sizing  tho se  fa c to rs he  

b e lie ve s ha ve  ma de  a n a ppe a l ne c e ssa ry. The  Bo a rd  ma y a sk q ue stio ns o f the  Zo ning  

Administra to r to  b e  sure  it unde rsta nds the  fa c ts o f the  c a se  a s he / she  se e s the m. Any 

c o mmunic a tio ns tha t ma y ha ve  b e e n re c e ive d  re le va nt to  the  c a se  a re  re a d  a t this time . 

 

The n the  a pp lic a nt (o r so me o ne  re pre se nting  him/ he r -- a n a tto rne y, a rc hite c t, b uilde r, e tc .) 

p re se nts his/ he r c a se . The  Bo a rd  will a sk the  a pplic a nt o r his/ he r re pre se nta tive  q ue stio ns a s we ll.  

 

Afte r tha t, o the rs wishing  to  pre se nt e vide nc e  to  suppo rt the  a pp lic a nt’ s c a se  ma y do  so . 

 

Ne xt, tho se  o ppo se d  to  the  va ria nc e  re q ue ste d  ma y te stify. 

 

The n the  a pp lic a nt ma y ma ke  his/ he r c lo sing  a rg ume nts. 

 

Any numb e r o f pe rso ns ma y te stify pe rta ining  to  a  pa rtic ula r c a se , b ut the  Bo a rd  will like ly a dvise  a  

g ro up  o f pe o p le  o f like  mind  o n a n issue  to  a ppo int o ne  o f its me mb e rs to  b e  its spo ke spe rso n. The  

ZBA c ha irpe rso n, a lso  in the  inte re st o f time , ma y limit te stimo ny to  ne w info rma tio n. 

  

Afte r the  Bo a rd  is sa tisfie d  it ha s re c e ive d  a ll the  re le va nt te stimo ny it c a n e xpe c t, the  he a ring  is 

c lo se d  a nd  de lib e ra tio n b e g ins. The  Bo a rd  ma y o r ma y no t c a ll fo r furthe r te stimo ny a fte r the  

he a ring  is c lo se d . 

 

The  Bo a rd  trie s to  re a c h a  de c isio n b e fo re  it a d jo urns b ut ma y find  it ne e ds mo re  e vide nc e  b e fo re  it 

c a n de c ide  o n a  c a se . Wha te ve r the  situa tio n, the  Bo a rd  will e ve ntua lly vo te  to  g ra nt the  va ria nc e  

a s re q ue ste d , g ra nt it with c o nditio ns, g ra nt it in pa rt, po stpo ne  a  de c isio n fo r up  to  60 da ys, o r de ny 

the  re q ue st a lto g e the r. 

 

Third, how to pre pare  for the  he aring : The  q ue stio ns in the  a pplic a tio n a re  b a se d  upo n the  Zo ning  

Ord ina nc e  itse lf. Info rma tio n pro vide d  is impo rta nt to  ma king  a  c a se .  It sho uld  b e  a s c o mple te  a nd 

c le a r a s po ssib le ; a nything  le ss risks the  Bo a rd  ha ving  to  de la y its de c isio n.  

 

An a pplic a nt will b e ne fit fro m re a ding  c a re fully tho se  se c tio ns o f the  Ord ina nc e  tha t pe rta in to  

his/ he r c a se , b e ing  sure  no t to  o ve rlo o k the  se c tio n o n va ria nc e  pro c e dure s (Cha pte r 2).  
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Also , a n a pp lic a nt wo uld  b e  wise  to  o rg a nize  his/ he r oral testimony a c c o rd ing  to  the  q ue stio ns o n 

the  a pp lic a tio n, e la b o ra ting  o n the  po ints he / she  ma de  the re . This will stre a mline  the  pro c e ss 

b e c a use  the  Bo a rd  will a lmo st c e rta inly c o me  to  the  he a ring  pre pa re d  to  b a se  ma ny o f its 

q ue stio ns upo n a n a pplic a nt’ s writte n c o mme nts. 

 

Be fo re  a nd  during  the  o ra l te stimo ny, it is impo rta nt to  b e a r in mind  tha t the  Bo a rd  is c o mmitte d  to  

b e ing  impa rtia l, to  de a ling  justly in e a c h insta nc e , a pplying  the  sta nda rds o f la w c o nsiste ntly, a nd  

b a la nc ing  the  rig hts o f the  a pp lic a nt with the  we lfa re  o f the  c o mmunity. Thus, the  mo re  info rma tio n 

it ha s -- a nd  the  mo re  c le a rly tha t info rma tio n is p re se nte d  -- the  b e tte r jo b  the  Bo a rd  will b e  a b le  to  

do . 

 

In tha t re g a rd , a n a pplic a nt sho uld  no t b e  a la rme d  if so me  o f the  Bo a rd ’ s q ue stio ns se e m to  b e  

pursuing  so me  po int tha t se e ms no t to  fa vo r the  a pp lic a nt’ s po sitio n no r b e  surprise d  if so me  o f its 

q ue stio ns se e m to  b e  “ma king  the  c a se ” fo r the  a pplic a nt. It is a ll in the  pursuit o f g e tting  a t the  

fa c ts, o f finding  a n a ppro pria te  b a sis fo r a  de c isio n. 

  

Fe e  Sc he dule  

 

Zoning  Board of Appe als Applic ation Cost 

Zo ning  Bo a rd  o f Appe a ls Applic a tio n fo r Re g ula r Me e ting  

He a ring  fo r a  Sing le  Fa mily Re side ntia l Ma tte r 

$250 

Zo ning  Bo a rd  o f Appe a ls Applic a tio n fo r a  No n-Sing le  Fa mily 

Re side ntia l Ma tte r 

$350 

Zo ning  Bo a rd  o f Appe a ls Applic a tio n fo r a  Spe c ia l Me e ting  

He a ring  

$500 

Othe r Zo ning  Bo a rd  o f Appe a ls Ma tte rs $500 

 
 


