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 MEMORANDUM 

 
 
DATE:   Thursday, February 12, 2026 
 
TO:  Tim Klunder, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Tim Maday, Community Development Director 
   
RE: February 16th City Council meeting agenda – Request to vacate Division Street north of Main 

Avenue 
               
 
Background: In 2025, Mead Johnson, located at 725 E. Main Avenue, presented concepts to the City of Zeeland regarding  
manufacturing facility modernizations and expansions that were being planned. Throughout 2025, Mead Johnson acquired 
and rezoned additional parcels on the block contiguous to their existing site to accommodate the proposed expansion. As 
part of assembling the necessary land area, Mead Johnson purchased two parcels adjacent to North Division Street, in 
addition to already owning the third parcel that also abuts the street. 
 
To unify their site and facilitate the proposed redevelopment, Mead Johnson has formally requested that the City vacate a 
portion of North Division Street, as outlined in their February 6, 2026 request letter (attached). The portion of North 
Division Street in question is a dead-end street, and Mead Johnson owns property on all three sides of the segment proposed 
to be vacated. 
 
Procedure Overview: The City’s street vacation process is outlined in the memorandum prepared by the City Attorney 
dated July 13, 2011 (attached). As described in that procedure, upon receipt of a street vacation request, the initial step is 
for City Council to refer the request to the Planning Commission for review and recommendation. 
 
The procedure memo further outlines that the Planning Commission may, if deemed necessary, require  that a traffic study 
be conducted prior to making a final recommendation to City Council. The procedure also provides that the Planning 
Commission’s next steps may include scheduling and holding a public hearing before forwarding a recommendation to 
Council. It should be noted that following Planning Commission review, the process includes a required City Council 
public hearing before a final decision may be made. 
 
Mead Johnson has indicated in their February 6, 2026 request that they do not believe a traffic study is warranted, given 
that the street segment is not a through street and is bordered entirely by property under their ownership. At this time, staff 
does not anticipate a need for a traffic study based on the current configuration and use of the street.  However, this 
determination will be made by the Planning Commission. 
 
Next Steps / Staff Recommendation: At the February 16, 2026 City Council meeting, staff will recommend that the North 
Division Street vacation request from Mead Johnson, LLC be referred to the Planning Commission in accordance with the 
City’s established procedure. 
 
The Planning Commission would be expected to first consider the request at its March 5, 2026 meeting, at which time it 
may determine whether to schedule a public hearing and outline any additional information needed prior to making a 
recommendation to City Council. 
 
I hope this memo is helpful in explaining the proposed street vacation that will come before City Council on February 16th, 
as well as the City’s process for reviewing this type of request. Please feel free to contact me with any questions regarding 
this memo or the attached materials. 
















