
 
 

 
 

 CITY OF ZEELAND 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Please take notice that the Zeeland City Planning Commission whose chambers are in the Zeeland City Hall at 
21 South Elm Street, Zeeland, Michigan, and whose telephone number is (616) 772-0872, will meet at 5:45pm on 
Thursday, October 2, 2025 for its regular monthly meeting. The following application will be reviewed at 5:50pm:  

 
 Applicant: Allan Barron 

Property Owner: Mead Johnson & Company 
Project Location: 633, 637, 641,649, 658, 701 & 725 E Main Ave 
PIN: 70-17-18-400-045, 70-17-18-400-044, 70-17-18-400-020, 70-17-18-400-023, 

70-17-18-400-022, 70-17-18-400-027, 70-17-18-400-041 
Zoning:  I-2 – General Industrial District 

 Description of Request: Temporary Land Use Application for the construction of a 54,000 square foot, 
175 space, temporary parking lot on the south side of existing industrial site. 
Proposed parking lot is to be accessed from existing driveway.  

 
 
The public, anyone receiving this notice, or any interested person may be heard or may present their written comments 
during the said hearing, or may file written comments during normal business hours with the Zoning Administrator’s Office 
prior to the date and time of the public hearing.  Information regarding this meeting and the public hearing may be 
reviewed in the Zoning Administrator’s Office from 8:30 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. and from 1:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. on any day not a 
holiday from Monday through Friday. 
 
The City of Zeeland will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing impaired 
and audio tapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing 
with a need for an accommodation, upon being provided with a notice to the City of Zeeland three days prior to the 
public hearing.  Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the City of Zeeland by writing or 
calling the City Clerk’s Office 772-6400. 
 
Dated: September 8, 2025 
Timothy Maday – Zoning Administrator 
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
DATE:   Monday, September 29, 2025 
 
TO:  Planning Commission 
 
FROM:  Tim Maday, Community Development Director 
   
RE: October 2nd Planning Commission meeting agenda – Temporary Land Use Application – 

Parking Lot – Mead Johnson and Company – 633, 637, 641,649, 658, 701 & 725 E Main Ave 
               

Background: A Temporary Land Use Application has been filed for Mead Johnson and Company for the 
parcels located at 633, 637, 641,649, 658, 701 & 725 E Main Ave in the City of Zeeland. These parcels 
are part of the larger Mead Johnson campus on the east side of the City. All parcels are zoned I-2 – 
General Industrial District. Mead Johnson has proposed a modernization and expansion of its facility in 
the City of Zeeland. Earlier in 2025, the City reviewed rezoning requests for parcels recently purchased 
by Mead Johnson as preliminary steps toward developing a site plan for Planning Commission 
consideration. The City is currently reviewing a second set of rezoning requests related to the project. 

Description of Application: The applicant proposes to construct temporary parking on the Main Ave 
side of their campus, to provide relocated parking for employees, as they are planning building footprints 
in existing parking areas as part of future development at the site. The proposed gravel lot would measure 
54,000 square feet in area, contain 175 spaces, and be accessed via their existing west drive and curb cut. 
It would be screened by privacy construction fencing. 

City Ordinance Review: Temporary land uses and structures that would not typically be permitted may 
be approved for up to twelve months under Section 9.170 of Volume II of the Zeeland City Code – 
Temporary Land Uses and Structures. While parking is an allowable accessory use in the I-2 District, City 
Ordinance requires permanent parking lots to be paved with a durable, dustless material and to include 
required landscaping such as trees, beds, and curbing. Such improvements are not proposed for the 
temporary lot. 

Section 9.170(f) of Volume II of the Zeeland City Code provides the criteria temporary land use 
applications must meet for approval. That criteria is provided below with staff comments: 

1. The granting of the temporary permit shall in no way constitute a change in the basic uses 
permitted in the district where the temporary use is permitted. 
 
Staff comment: Parking is an allowable accessory use in the I-2 zone district. 

 
2. The temporary permit shall be issued in writing, stipulating all conditions as to the time, the 

nature of the use or structure and the arrangements for removing the use or structure at 
after the termination of the temporary permit. 
 



 

 

Staff comment: If approved, a Temporary Land Use Permit would be issued and would include 
any conditions placed upon the approval. 
 

3. All setbacks, land coverage, off-street parking, lighting and other requirements shall be 
made at the discretion of the reviewing person or entity. 
 
Staff comment: This project requires Planning Commission review. The Commission may impose 
requirements or conditions as it deems necessary. 

 
4. The use and structure shall be in harmony with the general character of the district and 

must not be significantly detrimental to an adjacent property owner. 
 
Staff comment: This is an allowable use in the I-2 district. Notice of the public hearing has been 
provided to adjacent property owners. 

 
5. The need for a special use permit must be necessitated by a temporary need or an emergency 

condition. 
 
Staff comment: The applicant will be present at the public hearing to explain the need for this 
request. 
 

6. Except as otherwise provided herein, a temporary permit shall not be granted without first 
giving notice to owners of adjacent parcels of a public hearing as provided for by law. 
 
Staff comment: Notice of the public hearing has been provided to adjacent property owners. 

 
Notes: 

1. Should a permanent parking lot be proposed in this area, it would require site plan approval from 
the Planning Commission and would be required to be developed in accordance with city 
standards for parking lots including setbacks, landscaping and screening. 
 

2. Section 8.104 (a)(5) of Volume II of the Zeeland City Code states: “No nonresidential parking of 
motor vehicles, trailers or other vehicles shall be permitted on lawns, on dirt, or on any unpaved 
surfaces except as permitted by the Planning Commission on a temporary basis during such time 
as a site is being developed.” 

This section has historically been interpreted to mean that when a site plan has been approved and 
a permit issued, the temporary use of unpaved areas for parking during the construction period is 
allowable. Construction activities often require displacing vehicles from the work zone to allow 
for building access, equipment laydown, and room for cranes, concrete trucks, or scaffolding. 
Paving is often one of the final activities. If a site plan review application and building permit for a 
larger project are approved, parking in this area may occur during the construction period at the 
facility. 

 
 
 



 

 

Next Steps: Following the October 2nd public hearing, the Planning Commission will need to approve or 
deny the application. 

Staff Recommendation: Staff finds that this temporary land use application meets the standards 
contained in Section 9.170(f) of Volume II of the Zeeland City Code for the following reasons: 

• Parking is an allowable use in the I-2 zone district. 
• The lot is temporary in nature and will be accessed via existing curb cuts and an internal drive. 
• The applicant owns all properties abutting the parcels where the lot is proposed, and the parking 

lot is to be screened from view from the right-of-way. 
• The proposed parking lot is across Main Ave from non-residential uses. 

With these factors in mind, staff supports approval of the Temporary Land Use Application from Mead 
Johnson and Company for a 175-space temporary parking lot at 633, 637, 641,649, 658, 701 & 725 E 
Main Ave. 

I hope this memo provides helpful background for the Commission’s consideration. Please feel free to 
contact me with any questions. 
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