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City of Zeeland Current Statement on Potential Mead Johnson Modernization Plans 

 
Mead Johnson presented their plans for the modernization of their Zeeland operations to the Zeeland 
Planning Commission and community members at a meeting held on June 5, 2025, at the Howard Miller 
Community Center.  
 

The proposed modernization efforts include updated manufacturing structures and equipment to replace the 
aging infrastructure currently in use. The proposal also supports office operations, corporate meeting rooms 
and upgraded employee amenities. To execute this plan, Mead Johnson has acquired several properties 
within the block between Carlton and Fairview and Main and Washington. While some of these properties are 
zoned industrial, four properties along Main are currently zoned residential and/or public facilities. Mead 
Johnson will make a request to the Planning Commission, on June 12, 2025, at 6PM, to begin rezoning two of 
these parcels to industrial.  
 

While discussions between city staff and Mead Johnson have occurred regarding Mead Johnson’s potential 
desire to invest in Zeeland, the June 5th presentation was the first opportunity Zeeland’s City Council and 
Planning Commission have had to see the proposed site modernization plans. Although they are currently 
conceptual, we are glad Mead Johnson’s potential plans have now been shared so the city can take time to 
discern how best to respond to official requests and site plans as they are filed. Planning Commission, City 
Council, and interested members of the public will have many opportunities to engage with this project 
through a multi-step process, beginning with the formal rezoning request on June 12, 2025.  
 

Official approval of Mead Johnson’s proposed modernization plans will be determined, in stages, by the 
Planning Commission and City Council. These approvals cannot yet be predicted as they will be based on 
detailed applications specific to each individual request.  
 

Though the City of Zeeland cannot and will not guarantee approval of a request before it is voted on by a 
governing body at a public meeting, city leaders continue to convey to Mead Johnson our desire to retain their 
business in Zeeland, if executed appropriately. Mead Johnson’s 100+ year presence as one of Zeeland’s 
largest employers and taxpayers is very important to our community. Mead Johnson’s proposal would retain 
400-500 jobs and invest millions of dollars in the City of Zeeland, none of which is insignificant to the health 
of our city.  
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We want Zeeland to be a place where industry and community grow side-by-side. We understand that 
change can be unsettling, especially when it comes to a neighborhood. We are committed to open-minded 
and fact-based decision-making to ensure the peaceful and attractive co-existence of the East Main Avenue 
neighborhood and Mead Johnson. 
 

In summary, and to reiterate our position in our March 24th statement: 
 

1. The City of Zeeland is not in support of any development occurring south of Main Avenue – Mead 
Johnson has confirmed they have no desire for any development south of Main and they are no 
longer pursuing any property south of Main. 

2. We are supportive of Mead Johnson’s construction efforts focused on the interior portions of their 
property currently zoned industrial.  We will review rezoning requests for newly acquired properties, 
as they are submitted. 

3. It is our desire to keep Mead Johnson in the City of Zeeland and work with them to meet the needs of 
their proposal while maintaining an appropriate balance and quality of life in the adjacent 
neighborhood.  
 

As applications, plans, etc. are submitted, those will be publicly made available, and they will go through all 
the required public hearings and rigorous review processes for approval/denial considerations. All public 
documents and meeting dates will be posted on the City of Zeeland’s website 
https://www.cityofzeeland.com/580/Proposed-Mead-Johnson-Project-at-E-Main- . 
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