
W E L C O M E



M A Y O R  R I C H A R D  V A N  D O R P

• Welcome to the 2026 City of Zeeland Citizen’s Academy



SESS ION AGENDA

• Introductions (6 – 6:15 pm)
• Zeeland Historical Society (6:15 – 7 pm)
• City Manager (7 – 7:40 pm)
• Clerk’s Office (7:40 pm – 7:55 pm)
• Howard Miller Library & Community Center (8 – 9 pm)



History of Zeeland, MI

Audrey Rojo
Curator and Interim Director
Zeeland Historical Society

Zeeland Citizen’s Academy
2026



Leaving the 
Netherlands Settled by Dutch immigrants from the province 

of Zeeland, specifically Borselle and Goes

The Dutch settlers left in 1847

Leaders: Cornelius Vander Meulen and Jannes 
Vande Luyster

452 people left on 3 ships: Kroonprins von 
Hanover, Princess Sophia, and Wilhelm von 
Wolgast



Why Leave?

Economic Push

● Civil War in Belgium

● Potato Famine

Religious Push

● Secession Movement 
began in 1834

● Religious Persecution

● Vander Meulen, Van 
Raalte, and Scholte 
were among the 
leaders



Holland Settlement

Albertus Van Raalte

● Separatist minister

● Led a group of immigrants in 1846 who 
would ultimately settle in Holland in 1847

● Vision for Education, Business, and Church 
coexisting 



Jannes Vande Luyster

“The Banker of the 
Forest”

● Financial backer of the 
emigration

● Church elder



Dominee Cornelius Vander Meulen

First Minister in Zeeland

● Spiritual leader for the Zeeland Settlers

Rev. Cornelius Vander 
Meulen



The Decision

Jannes Vande Luyster and Reverend Vander Meulen drafted, 
“Regulations of the Zeeland Society for Emigration to the United 
States of North America,”

“You see thus that the matter has come to a head and that we 
have not allowed ourselves to be fighted by the malicious attacks 
to some of the Zeeland editors. On the other hand we are all the 
more convinced that also this matter is of the Lord…”



The Journey



In New York

Ultimate Destination?

● Some wanted to go to Iowa where Reverend 
Scholte has started a colony

● Dr. Wykoff and letters from Van Raalte changed 
their minds towards Michigan.



Arrival in Zeeland

Ultimate Destination?

● Landed in Black Lake Port in Holland.

● Vande Luyster bought the original parcel

● They moved inland from Holland 
through the forest. 



Relationship with Native Americans

● Treaty of Chicago, 1821
● Treaty of Washington, 1836

Michigan became a state in 1837
● The native population helped 

teach essential skills to the 
Holland and Zeeland settlements



Life in the Kolonie



Homes

Lean-tos
The settlers quickly built small sheds and lean-tos for early shelter

Log Cabins
As they could chop wood, they replaced these with log cabins within 
the first year

Brick Homes
Within 5 years, brick was much easier to attain. Veneklasen Brick Co 
founded in 1847



Food

Drain the swampland
They had to prepare the land for fields, including draining the water 
and pulling out stumps. 

Simple Diet
Learn to hunt, farm the land, occasional trips to Grand Rapids for 
supplies.

Coffee
Dutch people love their coffee! This would be an important staple.



Social Life

Characterized by labor
There wasn’t much time for leisure. 

Church and Religion
Every Sunday the colony would gather at Church to hear a sermon 
from Reverend Vander Meulen.  This was the only time youths 
would gather at catechism.



Religion

Church was the center
Physically and socially, the church 
was the center of town. It was the 
very first building they built. 

Pictured: the church built in 1849 to 
replace the early 1847 log cabin.



Political Organization

People’s Assembly

1875 incorporated as a 
village

Incorporated as a city in 1907



What does this 
mean for today?



“Church on every Corner”

Central Ave.



Culture

Some direct cultural influences can be 
traced to the founders.

● Entrepreneurship  and industrious 

● Conservative

● Architecture

● Stubborn



Descendants

Many of the settler’s 
families still have 
descendants in Zeeland

● The Dekker Huis exhibit 
from 2022 showed the 
biological impact by 
photography descendants 
of the original settlers. 



Major Industries 
and Organizations 

in Zeeland 
● Zeeland Chamber of Commerce
● Industrial Park
● Clock Industry
● Herman Miller
● Automotive and other manufacturing
● Agri-business
● Hatchery
● Entrepreneurship 



Zeeland Chamber of Commerce

Created a vision for thriving industry 
from 1937-2012

● Founded by “Mr. Zeeland” Case Karsten

● Published “The Zeelander”

● Merged with the Holland Chamber in 2012



Industrial Park 

Zeeland encouraged industry

● Chamber of Commerce purchased land just 
north of Zeeland to be an industrial park. In 
1960s

● City continues to grant bond money to 
promote Industrial Park expansion and Utility 
support

● Case Karsten Drive named in 1995 in honor 
of a man who did much to support Industry. 



Clock Industry

National Leader in clock making

● Dutch brought their skilled woodworking 
skills with them. 

● Four Major Clock Manufacturers were 
located in Zeeland in the mid 20th century: 
Colonial, Sligh, Trend, and Howard Miller.



Herman Miller

Local Story, International Brand

● Founded by D.J Deree, former manager of 
Star Furniture, in 1927

● DePree contracted with iconic designers to 
become a leader in the Mid-Century Modern 
Design Movement (Gilbert Rhode, Ray and 
Charles Eames, George Nelson, etc.)



Automotive and other manufacturing

1970s- Local Support, Regional 
Market

● Zeeland offered excellent utilities, space, and 
other support of businesses. 

● Adjacent to the Automotive Industry in 
Detroit. 

● Gentex , ITW Drawform, Plascore, Innotec, 
etc. 



Agribusiness

The right environment led to a wealth 
of agribusiness in Zeeland 

● Ample natural resources led to a successful 
environment for agriculture. 

● Entrepreneurial spirit led this to develop into 
many national agribusiness

● Zeeland Farm Services, Walter’s Gardens, 
DeBruyn Seed, etc.  



Hatchery Industry

Chicks were the biggest export of 
Zeeland in 1920s

● Industry started with a happy accident

● Chicks mailed through USPS

● Zeeland High School Mascot

● Townline Poultry is only hatchery left. 



Entreprenuership

For every international business, 
there are hundreds of small 
businesses

● Main Ave. has always been characterized by 
local businesses. 

● Zeeland has a major history of 
entrepreneurship and friendly services. 1970s streetscape



Summary

Zeeland has maintained a 
commitment to small-town life with 
an investment in economic vitality

● Active civic life (parades, festivals, downtown 
development, etc) has been an important 
vision. 

● Investing in water, business districts, and 
business recruitment has shaped the history 
of Zeeland. 



About the 
Zeeland Historical 

Society



What is the Zeeland Historical Society?

Dekker Huis Museum

Open W-F (10-5) and Sat. 10-
3). Admission $5

New Groningen Schoolhouse

Used for programs, field trips, and private 
rentals.



What is the Zeeland Historical Society?

We will link the past to the present, inspiring future 
generations by collecting, preserving, and interpreting the 
history of Zeeland and its neighboring communities. We will 
offer exhibits, programming, and resources that spark 
conversation and engage all people.

We are a 501(c)3

Mission Statement



Through December 2026 Opening June 2026

Special Exhibitions



Upcoming Events and Programs



Become a member!

● Quarterly printed newsletter

●  Invitations to members-only events

● Free access to the History Hounds Lecture 
Series for the Historical Society of Michigan

● Discounts on Tickets

Member Benefits



Resources

Research Room and Online Collections

● 60% of the Collections and Archives are available online  
(https://zeelandhistory.catalogaccess.com/home) 

Free Walking and Driving Tours

House Plaque Program

Public Programs 

https://zeelandhistory.catalogaccess.com/home


Thank you!

Audrey Rojo
Audrey@zeelandhistory.org
616-772-4079



• A little City organizational 
background

• The City of Zeeland incorporated in 
1907.

• Approximately 5,645 call Zeeland home 
and twice as many as that work in 
Zeeland.







• So what type of government do we 
have in Zeeland?

• Strong mayor form of government?
• Commission form of government?
• Council manager form of government?



• Policy is set by City Council—7 elected officials.
• The Mayor leads council meetings and helps set policy for the 

city.
• Charter (articles of incorporation)
• The city manager is responsible for the day-to-day operations of 

the city along with the rest of city staff.
• A comparison of responsibilities can be made between the 

school board and city council and a superintendent and a city 
manager.



CITY COUNCIL

ZBPW BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS

PLANNING
COMMISSION
3-Year Terms

BOARD OF
ZONING APPEALS

3-Year Terms

BOARD OF
CONSTRUCTION

APPEALS
3-Year Terms

LOCAL OFFICERS
COMPENSATION

5-Year Terms

NOMINATING
COMMISSION
3-Year Terms

BOARD OF REVIEW
3-Year Terms

CEMETERY PARKS
COMMISSION
5-Year Terms

LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD
5-Year Terms

SHOPPING AREA
REDEVELOPMENT 

BOARD
4-Year Terms

BROWNFIELD
REDEVELOPMENT

AUTHORITY
3-Year Terms

West Michigan
Airport Authority

4-Year Terms

CITY  OF  ZEELAND CI TY  
COUNCIL ,  BOARDS  &  
COMMISS IONS



C I T Y  O F  Z E E L A N D  C I T Y  C O U N C I L ,  
B O A R D S  &  C O M M I S S I O N S

• City Council
• ZBPW Board of Commissioners
• Planning Commission (3-Year Terms)
• Board of Zoning Appeals (3-Year Terms)
• Board of Construction Appeals (3-Year Terms)
• Local Officers Compensation (5-Year Terms)
• Nominating Commission (3-Year Terms)
• Board of Review (3-Year Terms)
• Cemetery Parks Commission (5-Year Terms)
• Library Advisory Board (5-Year Terms)
• Shopping Area Redevelopment Board (4-Year Terms)
• Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (3-Year Terms)

• West Michigan Airport Authority (4-Year Terms)



Citizens of Zeeland

Zeeland City Council

Boards&
Commissions

(Parks/Cemetery,
Planning, Library
Advisory,SARB)

City Manager

Tim Klunder

Assistant City
Manager/ Finance

Director

Kevin Plockmeyer

Clean WaterPlant
Superintendent

Doug Engelsman

Lead Operator
Mike Volkers

Electrician
Dan Wagner

Streets and Motor
Pool Supervisor

Mike Schreur

Street and Motor Pool
Assistant Supervisor

Jonathan Horinga

Equipment Operator

Tim DeWitt, Ron
Essink, Eric Ensink

Mechanic

Austin Lubbers

Parks and Cemetery
Supervisor

Mike Bronkhorst

Park and Cemetery
Assistant Supervisor

Pete Rollenhagen

Parks & Cemetery

Maintenance

Ryan Becksfort 

Brad Volkers

Seasonal Maintenance

(1.3 FTE)

Facilities Supervisor

Ben Kiewiet

Facilities Maintenance
Rob Wilson

Head Custodian
MichelleDisselkoen

Custodian          

Serena Maycroft  

Nicole Valenzuela        

Information
Technology Director

Tim Maloney

Network Engineer /
Project Manager

Beau Rokala

IT CustomerSupport
Lead

Facundo Santome

Assistant Finance
Director

Detra Telgenhof

Accountant
Abigail Pulling,

Kelcie Koster

Chief of Police

Tim Jungel

Lieutenant

Kevin Cisler

Sergeant

Brian Breuker

Patrol Officers-Michael
Haan, Dylan Ousley, 
Camerin Spicer, Josiah 
Shomsky, David 
TerHaar, David 
Thompson, Ko Magee, 
Marc DeLeeuw

Records Manager 

Shaina Gonzalez

Administrative Assistant

Lindsey Robinson

Marcy Kolean

Reserve Officers

Crossing Guard

Community
Development Director

Tim Maday

Deputy Assessor
Ryan Galligan

Administrative
Assistant

NadineHopping

BuildingOfficial

Tony Andrus

Fire/EMSChief
Brad Deppe

Fire/EMS

Deputy Chief

Mitch Harsevoort

Fire/EMSCaptain

Station #1

Ryan Ysseldyke

Fire/EMS
Lieutenant Station #1

Jeff VanderPoppen

Fire/EMSFirefighters

Station #1

EMS Captain

Larry Redder

EMS Lieutenant

Don Redder

Fire/EMSSr Captain

Station #2

Chad Lynema

Fire/EMSLieutenant

Station #2          

Austin Schrotenboer

Fire/EMSFirefighters

Station #2

Fire/EMS
Full-Time Lieutenant

Hugo Gomez

Libraryand
CommunityCenter

Director

AmandaHanson

CommunityCenter
Coordinator
Erin Barkel

LibrarianII

Programming
Specialist

Jessica Volkers

Technology and
Business Office Lead

Leann Parker

Technical Services &
User Experience

Manager

Lynel Danckaert

LibrarianI

City Clerk

Kristi DeVerney

Deputy City Clerk
Sharon Lash

MarketingDirector

Abby deRoo

Events Coordinator

Kerri VanDorp

Administrative
Assistant

Susan Moore

HR Specialist
Melanie 

Hellenthal

Library Page

Operator
Justin Flokstra, 
Peter Kamps



 DEPARTMENTS

• City Manager’s Office
• Clerk’s Office
• Community Development
• Marketing / Economic Development
• City Services & Infrastructure (Streets / Parks / Cemeteries)
• Clean Water Plant
• Finance / Treasurer’s Office
• Police
• Fire Rescue
• Information Technology
• Howard Miller Library & Community Center
• "Board of Public Works" (Water and Electric)



• How do we provide for these services?
• What is our largest revenue source?

• Utility fees.  These are projected at $57 million (FY 26/27) and they 
account for electric, water and sewer.

• What is our largest revenue source for non-utility (police, fire, 
streets) services?

• Tax revenue.  We will collect about $7.2 million in FY 26/27. (+$1.2 million 
PPT)

• The city’s taxable value (roughly 50% of actual cash value) will be $680 
million – about 62% of the city's tax base is industrial.





FINANCIAL 
SUSTAINABILITY



• The City is a fairly large “business”. The City’s budget is $81 million
• About $54 million is utility related

• We have 81 full-time employees (51 direct City) and another 15.5 
full-time equivalents that work part-time.  There are about 145  total 
employees including part-time, seasonals, etc.







Millage Rate





   

• FY 14 Gov. Fund Bal. $7.6mm
• FY 27 Projected Gov. Fund Bal. $13.8mm
• FY 27 Projected GF Fund Balance $5.8 mm (52%)
• Legal Debt limit 10% of SEV = $93mm ($0 general obligation debt)
• Pension 118% funded, benchmark 70%
• OPEB 166% funded, benchmark 38%
• 10-year capital investment $30 mm



VIBRANT DOWNTOWN & 
INFRASCTUCTURE



303 E Main Ave





DOWNTOWN ZEELAND PROJECTS 
(LAST 5 YEARS)

      $ Invested
3 & 9 E. Main      $6,555,609
Sligh Building      $16,000,000
135 / 137 E. Main      $3,400,000
Zeeland Record      $1,039,137
120 E. Main      $900,000
421 E. Main (Comm Rest.)     $900,000
123 E. Main (Koele Godfrey)     $2,138,925
244 E. Main (Generational Wealth)    $1,801,582

       $32,735,253

          



ECON/COMM DEVELOPMENT













   City of Zeeland 
    Clerk’s Office

Kristi DeVerney, City Clerk

Sharon Lash, Deputy Clerk



   City Clerk

The City Clerk’s Office is Responsible for:

• Mayor/City Council Administrative Support
• City Manager & Department Directors Administrative    

Support 
• Election Administration
• Record Keeping



   City Clerk

Mayor/City Council Administrative Support

• Record All Actions, Resolutions & Ordinances of City Council
• Assist City Council with Convention & Training Opportunities
• Preparations for City Council Special Events such as 

Pumpkinfest Parade, Christmas Parade, & Mayor’s Coffee



   City Clerk

City Manager & Department Directors Administrative Support

• Assists the City Manager with Meeting Packets for Various 
Boards & Commissions

• Assists the Department Directors with Web Postings & 
Mailings



   City Clerk

Election Administration

• Responsible for Current & Accurate Voter Registration 
Records

• Administer City, School, State, & Federal Elections
• Assist with the Supervision of the Early Voting Process
• Implement all Current & New Election Laws



   City Clerk
Record Keeping

• Records Minutes for: City Council, Board of Public Works, 
Personnel, Clean Water Plant Technical Review, Brownfield 
Redevelopment & Shopping Area Redevelopment Board

• Records all Contracts, Easements and Agreements
• Coordinates & Documents all City FOIA Requests
• Administers Legal Document Retention Policies
• Issues & Records Licenses Governed by City Code
• Administers & Documents Oaths of Office
• Notarizes Documents



   City Clerk
Getting Involved
• Mayor – Elected Every Two Years (odd years)

• City Council – Elected Every Four Years (odd years)
           -  Packets available in the City Clerk’s office toward the end 

of March in the election year. This packet contains all of 
the required documentation to file for office. All 
candidates must fill out the included petition & collect a 
minimum of 25 signatures of valid registered voters to be 
placed on the ballot.  All of this information will be due 
back in the Clerk’s office by mid-April.



   City Clerk
Getting Involved - continued
• Boards & Commissions
       - The Clerk’s office has a “Consideration for Appointment” form 

to fill out if you are interested in serving on a Board or 
Commission which is also available online. This form is 
returned to the Clerk’s office, where it will be shared with the 
Staff member in charge of the particular Board of Commission 
for their review. If there are no current openings, the 
application will be kept on file for one year.

       * The Mayor, Councilmembers and Board/Commission 
members must be a resident of the City of Zeeland for a 
minimum of two years & a registered voter.



   City Clerk
Getting Involved - continued

• Election Inspectors
      - Anyone interested in being an Election Inspector must fill 

out an application and submit it to the Clerk’s Office. To 
work as an Election Inspector, you must be registered to 
vote and live anywhere in the State of Michigan. You will 
also need training every two years.



   City Clerk

Questions?

Contact Information:

Email – clerk@cityofzeeland.com

Phone # 616-772-6400, Ext. 3

mailto:clerk@cityofzeeland.com


END OF PRESENTATION.

SHORT TOUR OF CITY HALL,
THEN CONTINUE ON TO THE
HOWARD MILLER LIBRARY &

COMMUNITY CENTER FOR THE
REMAINDER OF THE SESSION.
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